BUCK WHEELER

Health

So important are antibodies to a foal’s health that some veterinarians recommend hand-feeding colostrum before the foal ever stands to nurse

Te high-pressure oxygen helps increase white blood cell function. “It’s also
been shown that the high oxygen level
can penetrate deep into bones, where infections may lurk. We leave the foal in the
pressure chamber for 30 minutes to an
hour, once a day, for several days—up to
20 treatments.”

FIDELITO

PREVENTION

“A clean environment is very important—clean foaling stalls, clean mare, clean
hands,” said Slovis. “Wear gloves when
handling foals; wash your hands before
handling foals. Don’t let a foal start sucking your clothes. Wash the mare’s udder
and hindquarters after foaling. Te foal

will go right to her hind end and start
sucking everything in his search for the
udder. When a mare is foaling, she defecates a great deal; there may be feces all
over her hind end. So clean her up, and
clean her tail.
“Make sure the foal nurses within
two hours. Colostrum is very important to give the foal the antibodies he
needs to combat common infections. If
the mare has been leaking milk beforehand, have a bottle of good colostrum
ready.”
An emergency supply of frozen colostrum will enable you to give colostrum by
bottle within an hour of birth, if necessary, to ensure that the foal gets adequate
antibodies. A veterinarian can do a blood
test to determine whether or not the foal
received enough antibodies or whether his
passive immunity should be augmented
by other means (such as plasma).
Dr. John Madigan of the University
of California, Davis, says that colostrum
is crucial. About 10 years ago, he started
recommending hand-feeding colostrum
before the foal gets up.

Pioneerof The Nile – Danseuse Volante (Ire), by Danehill Dancer (Ire)

2016 Fee: Private Treaty
FIDELITO is By PIONEEROF THE NILE sire
of Triple Crown & Breeders’ Cup Classic (G1)
AMERICAN PHAROAH
PIONEEROF THE NILE is the #1 third-Crop
Sire in the World FEE: $125,000
Grand Sire EMPIRE MAKER is the Classic
Sire of 11 Grade 1
Stakes Winners, Including BODEMEISTER,
PIONEEROF THE NILE,
2 time Breeders Cup Distaf winner ROYAL
DELTAF Fee $100,000
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